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Together we are doing                                  
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December  

2022 

Our Mission Statement: “As the Body of Christ we proclaim the Gospel by serving and doing 

God's will in a manner that meets the needs of our changing world." 

Worship and Christian Education 

 
Sunday, December 4—Advent 2 

Dedication of the Greens   
8:30 AM Holy Communion 
9:30 AM Sunday School (Children and Adults) 

 
Sunday, December 11—Advent 3 
8:30 AM Service of the Word 

9:30 AM Sunday School (Children) 
7:00 PM Taizé  

 
Sunday, December 18—Advent 4 
8:30 AM Holy Communion 

9:30 AM Sunday School (Children and Adults) 
 
Sunday, December 25 

8:30 AM—Contemporary Service of the Word 
 

The service is livestreamed weekly on our Facebook page: at 

https://www.facebook.com/StLukeEvangelicalLutheran,  
or on YouTube using the following link: 

www.youtube.com/@stlukeschaefferstownpa 

 

If you do not have internet access, you are welcome to attend in 

person. Bulletins are emailed weekly. 
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From our Pastor:  

 
What Are You Waiting For? 

 

“Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake 

from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the 

night is far gone, the day is near.”  (Romans 13:11-12) 
 
I suspect you’ve been anxiously waiting for when you and your community could celebrate 

Christmas Eve in person, in your beloved church again. You’ve waited a couple of years 
for this opportunity since COVID. In that space of waiting to return to the Christmas Eve 
service you love dearly, the days, weeks, months have been filled with many unknown  

variables. 
 

Despite the waiting, the unknows, the grief and heartache of the world, we find ourselves 
on the eve of waiting once again – but this sense of waiting is not one of sorrow or despair 
or sadness, rather a sense of deep joy and excitement and wonder. 

 
This Advent season opens with a story of another people sick of waiting and tired of living 

as a community faced with persecution and violence. They were no strangers to suffering.  
Amid this suffering, Jesus, using what is often a general reference to humanity in Hebrew, 
promises them a future in which the “Son of Man will come with great power and  

glory”, to set all things right. In the meantime, he tells them, “Keep awake”. 

 
The Apostle Paul writes to the Romans, “You know what time it is…” (Romans 13:11)  

But Paul does not use the Greek word chronos, a word commonly used to reference a 
chronological time period such as measured by a calendar or clock.  Instead, he uses the 

Greek word kairos, a word meaning the “right” time.  In the New Testament kairos is used 
to refer to God’s appointed time. So, to know the time (kairos) is to acknowledge God’s  

intervening activity through Jesus Christ in our chronology.   
 
Awake! Awake to God’s time frame! Wake up and acknowledge God’s time zone—one not 

measured by minutes, hours, days, months, and year!  In this wake-up call in Romans 13, 
Paul uses the imagery of light and darkness associated with chronological time to call  

people into an ethical response to God’s kairos moment.  “Let us then lay aside the 
works of darkness and put on the armor of light...”  (Romans 13:12).  For Paul, putting 
on the armor of light is to put on Jesus Christ.  “Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, 

and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.”  (Romans 13:14)  Rather 
than wearing the clothing of warfare with all if its armor, put on love as described in  

Romans 13.  
 
With the guidance of the Holy Spirit and the armor of light, we are moving literally and 

figuratively from a place of dark waiting to a place of expectation and hope.  It is the  
gospel hope that tells us not to “wait and see” but to “come and see.” 
 

 In Christ’s Service,  
  Pastor Angie +      
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Many Thanks to all who  
are doing God’s work! 

 
Committees and Council  
  
  Community Meal Volunteers  
 
 Gardeners        Lay Readers 
 
Musicians Quilters Staff Members  
 
 Acolytes Sunday School Teachers 
 
 Worship Assistants 

 
All of our St. Luke Family 

Lay Readers and Worship Assistants for December:  

   LR:    WA: 

12/4  Melissa Gettler  Sue DeLong 
 

12/11 Richelle Deysher  Mike DeLong 
 

12/18 Anna Mae Grubb  Donna Rhodes 
 

12/24 LR: Donna Moyer/Faith Thunberg 

  WA: Paula Benson/Donna Rhodes 
 

12/25  LR: Linda Holt/Todd Snyder 

  WA: Sue DeLong 

Our worship attendance: 

     In person      Online 

10/30 35  26 

11/6  46  40 

Taizé       11  19 

11/13 37  31 

11/20 43  30 

Upcoming Festival Services: 

  12/24—Candlelight Service 11:00 PM 

     12/25—Contemporary Christmas Day 8:30 AM 

Musical Arts at St. Luke 

If you are interested in becoming involved in 
the musical arts at St. Luke, please see  

Linda Holt. Reminder that choir  
rehearsals are held on Wednesday  
evening at 7:00. 

Worship and Arts 

Save the date: 

Annual Congregational Meeting is 

 Sunday, January 29 at 9:30. 

Hymn Sing: 

December 4—7:00 PM.  
Zion United Methodist 

Church, 
Schaefferstown 
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Coffee Hour is held 

on the 2nd and 4th 
Sunday at 9:30 AM. 

Sign-up sheet in the 

narthex. 

Happy Birthday to our  

“Golden Aged” members this month  

 

December 17 - Harry Sanders 
December 18 - Paula Benson 
December 18 - William Gundrum 
December 21 - Scott Thunberg 
December 25 - Janet Zerbe 
December 28 - David Davis 

BAND TOGETHER 

Bands exercise classes are held every  

Tuesday and Thursday from 10 AM-11 AM 

in the chapel. Social distancing is normal 

and masking as needed. Please contact Sue 

DeLong for additional information. 

Book Club  

Next meeting is on Thursday January 26 in 
Miller Chapel at 7:00 PM. 

Discussion will be on 
Mrs. Lincoln’s Dressmak-
er by: Jennifer  

Chiaverini.  All are 
 invited to come and join 
in the conversation. 

Please contact Richelle 
Deysher if you have any questions. 

St. Luke History Books 

Available for $20.00  

Please contact Anna Mae Grubb:  

717-273-7035 or mrgrubby@comcast.net 

Poinsettias Orders 

Orders are due on  

 Monday, December 5. 

Cost is $7.00 per plant 

Volunteers Needed: We are looking for volunteers to help with the Thursday free meals  

this month. Time would be from 10:00 to 1:00. There are sign-up sheets located on the 

bulletin board inside the chapel. Please sign up for the dates you are able to help. 

 

Birthdays and Events 

Christmas Story— The Women of the ELCA 

are sponsoring a Christmas event for  
everyone who is interested. Thursday,  

December 8th at 7:30 pm, the Lebanon  
Community Theater will be putting on the 
musical, A Christmas Story. There will be a 

sign-up sheets in the back of the church 
and in the chapel. The cost is $20 per  

ticket for adults and $15 for students. We 
hope you can attend!  
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Ministry Emphasis for December  

Habitat for Humanity—Thank you for your support! 

Food Bank Sunday—Sunday, December 4 

Please provide: Canned Vegetables, Spaghetti 

and Sauce, Pasta/Stuffing and Rice, Canned 

Fruits, Canned Soups, Peanut Butter and Jelly, 

Reusable Plastic Containers. 

Mission, Ministry, and Camp Events 

ADVENT DAY—December 3 - 9:00-3:00 PM—$15 

A day of Bible study, worship, and prayerful reflection as we seek to prepare for the  
coming of the Christ. Registration fee includes lunch.  

 
ADVENT/CHRISTMAS IN THE BARN - The Wittel Farm - December 18 - 7:00-8:30 PM 
Join us at the farm for our annual Advent/Christmas night. This year, we’ll gather around 

the outdoor fire and have cookies and cocoa in the barn. Lights and decorations!  
 
WINTER YOUTH RETREAT—at Kirchenwald—January 6 - January 8, 2023—$150 

Enjoy Kirchenwald in the Winter! Play broom hockey and other games on the frozen pond. 
Have fun sledding, playing snow soccer and other winter games. Creative Bible studies 

and worship experiences led by our summer camp counselors are an important part of 
this retreat. Meet new friends and catch up with your summer camp friends. Other indoor 
and outdoor activities may be included, as the weather dictates. For youth in grades 3 

through 9. 
 

For more information:  Phone: 717-677-8211  lcc@lutherancamping.org  

Warmth for Winter:   

As the temperatures start dropping, we know that many in our community will appreciate 

some extra warmth this winter. WELCA are asking for donations of new blankets and  

pillows. Collection is through November in baskets at the back of the church or leave in 

the chapel. We are still compiling information on needs for warm clothing and will be 

seeking your assistance or financial contributions for that segment of the Warmth 

program. Thanks to all of you for your generosity in supporting this outreach program. 
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Christian Education for Adults and Children 

Children’s Class:  

Led by Faith Thunberg, Richelle Deysher, & Sarah 

Kneller and meets every Sunday at 9:30. 

 

Adult Class:  

Led by Scott Rights and meets the 1st, 3rd, & 5th 

Sundays at 9:30. 

THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY ON ZOOM:  Meet online with Pastor Angie to take a 

look at the texts coming up for the Sunday lectionary. A ZOOM link will be emailed out 
the week of each study. Contact the church office to be added to the email  

invitation. We meet at 10:00 AM (except 12/15 @ 9:00am) on these dates: 

December 1: Matthew 3:1-12              December 15: Matthew 1:18-25 

 

BEER & BIBLE: meets once a month at a local pub. If you have not participated in this  

social gathering/text study, give it a try. We meet for dinner, drinks, and conversation at 

6:30 PM. December 15. Location—The Bluebird Inn, Cornwall  

 

ADVENT BIBLE STUDY: Our Advent study for this year is called GROUNDED: A Coffee 
Themed Devotional Journey Through Advent. The study is “grounded” in James 5:7-10,  
encouraging our patience as we wait for the Lord. We will meet every Sunday during  
Advent after worship in the kitchen area. 
 

James 5:7-10 “Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits 

for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the 

late rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is 

near. Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the 

Judge is standing at the doors! As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the 

prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.” 

This Advent resource comes with four different bags of Guatemalan coffee to enjoy while 

we pray and reflect together. Proceeds from the purchase of the resource 100% support 

the Tree4Hope school in Guatemala, a ministry of the Lower Susquehanna Synod. Though 

we will meet weekly, the resource offers daily prayer and reflections offering opportunities 

for a deeper connection with God during this time of waiting. If you would like a copy of 

the resource, please let Pastor Angie know. 

Bible Study Opportunities 
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Icons In Transformation—November 20, 2022 - January 29, 2023—8:00 AM-5:00 PM 

 Art exhibit featuring a collection of contemporary religious works by an  
international artist with Ukrainian-roots, Ludmila Pawlowska. Evangelical Lutheran 

Church, Waynesboro, PA 43 South Church Street, Waynesboro. 
 
Advent Vespers—November 30, 7, 14, 21—12:00-12:20 PM 

 Each Wednesday during Advent, you are invited to join us at noon in the sanctuary 
for a 20-minute time of meditative worship with candle lighting, readings, singing, and 
prayer. We will be recording these services to post online for those who are not able to join 

us in person. Those who gather in person will not be filmed. Trinity Evangelical Lutheran, 
132 E. Main Street, Mechanicsburg. 

 
Taizé: Healing Worship at Bergstrasse Church—December 1, 8, 15, 22 —7:00 PM 
 A contemplative worship experience of healing incorporating music, readings,  

prayer, and candle light will be held Thursday evenings during Advent. Bergstrasse 
Church, Ephrata.  

 
Concert: Westminster Ringers - December 3, 7:00 PM 
 Offering to benefit Salem’s helping hand fund, call 717-424-7996 for a preferred 

seat. Salem Lutheran Church 99 York Road Jacobus 
 
Dwelling in God’s Word This Advent—Thursday, December 15—1:30-3:30 PM 

 Deacon Marsha Roscoe and Pastor Richard Jorgensen invite you to join them in the 
newly renovated chapel space to set apart a few hours to Dwell in God’s Word. Using the 

spiritual practice of Lectio Divina, together, we will encounter the presence of Christ.  
Register at www.lss-elca.org.  Trinity Lutheran Church 2000 Chestnut Street, Camp Hill 

Events in our Synod  


